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To                                                                                                          23rd July, 2010 
 
Dr. Manmohan Singh 
Honorable Prime Minister of India 
Government of India 
New Delhi 
 

Subject: Submission of Petition in support of the restoration of Peace, 
Human Rights and Democracy in Burma. 

 
Respected Sir, 
 
On behalf of peace loving civil society organizations and individuals who have 
endorsed and supported the Petition (enclosed herein), we, Burma Centre Delhi 
(BCD) submit this appeal letter to you. 
 
We are submitting this petition as we are deeply disturbed concerning the official 
visit of General Than Shwe to India who has been culpable in mass atrocities, 
suppressing and violating the rights of the people who are struggling for democracy 
in Burma. Therefore, in this regard the petition assumes significance to draw kind 
attention from you and your good office.  
 
We appreciate you for accepting this Petition. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Sd/- 
Burma Centre Delhi (BCD) 
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To  
 
Dr.  Manmohan Singh  
Honorable Prime Minister  
Government of India  
New Delhi  
 
Date: 23rd July 2010  
  
Dear Sir, 
 
We, the undersigned civil society groups in India reaffirm our concerns about the 
upcoming elections in Burma and declare our support to the people of Burma’s struggle 
for restoration of human rights, peace and democracy in their country. 
 
We are deeply disturbed about the official visit of General Than Shwe to India as he 
does not represent the 50 million peoples of Burma, but instead represents only the 
military regime that has been culpable in mass atrocities and many systematic 
international crimes. He is also solely responsible for attempting to assassinate Daw 
Aung San SuuKyi, the Jawaharlal Nehru Award-winner for International Understanding  
and Nobel Peace Prize Laureate, in what has become known as the 2003 Depayin 
Massacre. 
  
We urge the peoples’ elected Government of India to grasp this opportunity to deliver 
strong messages to the unpopular military dictator of Burma. India should not work freely 
with the military regime, unless these necessary benchmarks of genuine democratization 
are met:  
 

1) Unconditionally release of all political prisoners, including Daw Aung San Suu Kyi 

2) Engage in genuine political dialogue with Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and other 

democratic and ethnic representatives. 

3) Inclusively review the 2008 Constitution and 2010 Election Laws in accordance 

with democratic principles and 

4) Conduct inclusive, free and fair elections under United Nations and international 

supervision. 

 
The upcoming 2010 Elections in Burma cannot be free, fair or inclusive as long as: more 
than 2100 political prisoners, including Daw Aung San SuuKyi, are kept behind bars, 
ethnic communities are attacked by military forces, unjust provisions of 2008 
Constitutions are not amended, and the regime refuses to engage in dialogue with key 
stakeholders in the country. If the regime refuses to meet these benchmarks, India and 
countries around the world must denounce these sham elections. 
 
Furthermore, we strongly recommend that instead of engaging in the current short-
sighted relationship with Burma’s military regime, India must focus on long-term mutual 
interests by encouraging real democratization, peace and stability in her neighbor. The 



 3 

Government of India should also not tolerate the regime’s efforts to ignore the results of 
the elections of 1990, which were conducted free and fairly. 
 
Therefore, we request the Government of India 
 

• To bring in Indian principles of humanity and democracy system to the people of 

Burma. 

• To support the people of Burma in their struggle for restoration of peace, human 

rights and democracy in Burma by demanding that the above-mentioned genuine 

benchmarks of democratization are met. If these benchmarks are not met the 

Government of India should reject the results of the unjust election.  

• To review India’s Foreign Policy on Burma in favor of peaceful transition towards 

genuine democracy. 

  
 
ENDORSED BY:  

SL 
No. ORGANIZATION SL 

No. INDIVIDUAL 

1. Swatantra Bharat Paksha 1. Prof. Kamal Mitra Chenoy 
Jawaharlal Nehru University 
New Delhi 

2. Shetkari Sanghatana 2. Ms. Jaya Jaitly,  
Human Rights Activist 

3. All India Kisan Coordination Committee 3. Paromita Vohra 
4. The Otherside 

New Delhi 
4. Mr. Md. Fahim 

Secretary 
5. Indian Social Action Forum (INSAF) 

New Delhi 
5. Murali Shanmugavelan 

6. Intercultural Resources   
New Delhi 

6. Rajeev Bhattacharyya 
Special Correspondent (N-E) 
Times Now.  

7. Saheli Women's Resource Centre 
New Delhi 

7. T. S. S. Mani, PUCL-National 
council memeber, Chennai 

 Reachout  Mr. Amar Kanwar 
Film Maker 

8. North Eastern Social Research Centre 8. Ms. Sahana Basavapatna 
Activist and Lawyer 

9. Jamalpur Gandhi Ashram 9. Ms. Nandita Das 
Activist and Actress 

10. Peoples' Vigilance Committee  on Human 
Rights(PVCHR) 

10. Mr. Pearl Sandhu 

11. Grassroot Development Network 
Aizawl 

11. Cynthia Stephen 
Independent Writer and Researcher 

12. Lamkang Naga Students Union 12. Prof. Malavika Karlekar 
Principle, LSR College, New Delhi 
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13. Lamkang National Council 13. Prof. M. Afzal Wani 
IP University, New Delhi 

14. Naga Senior Citizens' Forum 14. Mr. Ashok Agarwal 
Senior Lawyer, SC. 

15. Naga Student’s Union Delhi 15. Dr. Sunilam, Ex MLA, National 
Secretary of Samaj Wadi Party 

16. Renaissance Rural Development Society 16. Mr. Kishore Samirete, Ex MLA, 
Madhya Pradesh 

17. Journalist Forum of Assam 17. Prof. Ram Gopal Yadav, General 
Secretary of Samaj Wadi Party 

18. Samajwadi Party, India 18. Mr. Brij Bhushan Tiwari, MP & Vice 
President of Samaj Wadi party 

19. Peoples' Media Initiative 
Mumbai 

19. Chibeni Murry,  
Lecturer, Kohima, Nagaland 

20. India Institute for Critical Action: Centre in 
Movement, CACIM,  
New Delhi 

20. Dr. John Dayal 
Member, National Integration 
Council, Government of India 

21. Kriti Film Club 
New Delhi 

21. Mr. Jatin Desai 
Activist 

22. International Christian Concern 22. Mr. Leo Fernandez 
IT Consultant 

23. Arunachal Citizens Rights, 
Arunachal Pradesh State, India 

23. Wilfred Dcosta,  
Alliances & Linkages Convenor 

24. Asian Centre for Human Rights (ACHR) 
New Delhi 

24. Mr. Rajen Barua,  
Activist, Assam 

25. Swaraj Peeth Trust 
New Delhi 

25. Ms. Sagari Chhabra,  
Activist & Writer 

26. Hind Swaraj Centenary Conference  
New Delhi 

26. Mr. Jai Sen,  
Director,  
CACIM, New Delhi 

27. Zomi Human Rights Foundation 
Delhi Cell 

27. Khagen Kalita 
Guwahati, Assam, India 

28. Jananeethi People's Initiative for Human 
Rights 

28. Dhyanchand Carr 

29. Mizoram Committee for Democracy in Burma 
(MCDB) 

29. Shabnam Hashmi  
Social activist and Writer 

30. Ephraim Union 
Aizawl, Mizoram State, India 

30. Sonia Jabbar 
Independent journalist 

31. Mizo National Front (MNF) 
Aizawl, Mizoram State, India 

31. Sreekala MG 
Activist 

32. Zoram Nationalist Party (ZNP) 
Aizawl, Mizoram State, India 

32. Mr. Danit Dilbung 
President, LSU- Delhi 

33. Mizo Zirlai Pawl (MZP) 
Aizawl, Mizoram State, India 

33. Mr. David Boyes 
Social activist 

34. Mizo Students' Union (MSU) 
Aizawl, Mizoram State, India 

34. Mr. Ratan Luwang 
Editor in-chief, Hueiyen Lampao 
News 

35. Mizo Youth Convention (MYC) 35. Mr. Logan Maurer 
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Aizawl, Mizoram State, India Regional Manager, 
International Christian Concern 

36. Zoram Youth Conference (ZYC) 
Aizawl, Mizoram State, India 

36. Mr. Bamang Tago 
Chairperson 
Arunachal Citizens Rights 

37 Christian Institute for the study of Religion 
and Society 
New Delhi 

37. Harsh Kapoor,  
South Asia Citizens Web 

38. Siamsinpawlpi 
Aizawl, Mozoram 

38. Rintu Thomas 
Activist & Filmmaker 

  39. Mr. Shibayan Raha 
Outreach Coordinator, 
Students For A Free Tibet, India 

  40. Sukla Sen,  
EKTA (Committee for Communal 
Amity), Mumbai 

  41. Joe Athialy,  
New Delhi 

  42. Sushmita Kashyap, 
Delhi 

  43. Feroze Mithiborwala 
National President, Bharat Bachao 
Andolan 

  44. Anivar Aravind, 
Moving Republic, Bangalore 

  45. Afthab Ellath 
  46. K Ashraf,  

Calicut 
  47. Mahtab Alam,  

Civil Rights' Activist and Freelance 
Journalist  

  48. Md. Mahtab Alam 
  49. Kavita Krishnan  

All India Progressive Women's 
Association (AIPWA) and All India 
Students' Association (AISA)    

  50. Aryakrishnan Ramakrishnan, 
Thiruvananthapuram. 

  51. Prof. Subhadra Mitra Channa, Delhi 
University  

  52. Nitin V George  
Journalist  

  53. Vishal Arora,  
Independent Journalist, New Delhi  

  54. Prof. Sushil Khanna,  
Indian Institute of Management, 
Kolkata 

  55. Rajashri Dasgupta,  
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Journalist 
  56. Rajashri Dasgupta 
  57. Trilochan  Pandey, 
  58. Rajiv Vora  

Gandhian Activist 
  59. Dr. Niru Vora 

Gandhian Activist 
  60. Ashok Choudhary 

Nffpfw 
  61. Tarini Manchanda 

Activist Film Maker 
  62. Akshi Singh 

Student, Delhi 
  63. Bela Bhatia 
  64. Adim Panmei,  

Lecturer, Manipur 
  65. Mr. Indu prakash singh, 
  66. Mr. Sanjoy Hazarika,  

Author and Columnist 
  67. Muanpuia Punte, Human Rights 

Activist, Aizawl, Mizoram 
  68. Ms. Saswati Swetlena 
  69. Rev.Vincent Rajkumar 

Christian Institute for the study of 
Religion and Society 

  70. Nishant  Upadhyay 
Activist 

  71. Karma Tshering Yangzom, 
Communication Co-ordinator, 
Project Sankalp, HLFPPT 

 


